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PUBLIC HOUSING — CITY OF GREATER GERALDTON 

385. Dr D.J. HONEY to the Minister for Housing: 
I refer to the 130 public houses that are boarded up across the City of Greater Geraldton, including homes that are less 
than five years old, and reports of more than 950 people in the midwest and Gascoyne on the public housing waitlist. 
Given the desperate need for public housing in Geraldton, why are there so many houses boarded up and disused? 

Mr J.N. CAREY replied: 
I want to thank the member for his question, but it demonstrates the opposition’s lack of understanding of the 
challenges and complexities of public housing in Western Australia. I actually went out to Geraldton and met the 
mayor—the robust mayor! I think that is a fair description! Even the opposition is agreeing with me on that one! 
I went out to Spalding because we are aware of the difficulties in that suburb. This is, unfortunately, the reality, and 
this is what I have been talking about. Firstly—I have said this on the public record, and I think I am the first housing 
minister to do so—everyone supports public housing unless it is built next to them, behind them, in front of them 
or within a kilometre of them. Part of the challenge is that we get resistance wherever we build public housing. 
Politicians know that, because we get the emails and the calls. 
Where there is existing high-density public social housing, it is actually difficult to get tenants in. Some of the 
boarded, vacant properties in Geraldton were actually available to tenants on the waiting list, but they did not want 
to take them up. That is the sad reality we face—that there are particular suburbs, streets or precincts where tenants 
do not want to live in public housing, so they are boarded up until decisions can be made about them. 
This is the problem, member for Cottesloe: we do have increased demand for public housing, and as the minister 
responsible for public housing, there are difficult choices to be made. Do we refurbish those properties and bring 
them back into the system but then face the possibility that there is no demand; or do we make the difficult choice, 
even though it involves short-term pain, of demolishing those homes or selling them back to the market so that we 
can start to de-densify some of those suburbs? These are the complexities of public housing, and Spalding in 
Geraldton is one example of that. 
I want to assure the Parliament that I am looking at a program for Spalding that will help bring those public houses 
back online, but on the basis that we also renew the suburb and make it a more attractive place for people to live. 
That will require cooperation between the state government and the local government because ultimately, lighting, 
footpaths, parks and bus shelters are not the responsibility of the state. However, I want to work with the City of 
Greater Geraldton, the robust, effervescent mayor and, of course, the local member for Geraldton, who has made 
her position very clear. I want to see a renewal program in place that will deliver on those outcomes. 
Mr P. Papalia interjected. 
The SPEAKER: Minister for Police! 
Several members interjected. 
The SPEAKER: Member for Cottesloe, before you ask your supplementary question, the reason we have this 
disorder is that ahead of you asking your question, the Minister for Police decided to gratuitously interject. We will 
not be able to continue question time if people are going to interject every time the Leader of the Liberal Party rises. 
Leader of the Liberal Party, with a single supplementary question. 
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